CM message:
Politics and Civility

During the past six months, | was very impressed with the expression of civility that was displayed by
so many residents who came to the Civic center to express their opinion regarding regulating medical
marijuana facilities. Obviously, this is an issue that many people have very strong opinions about
based on their own experience with the unlawful use of marijuana or that of their friends or a family
member. This same debate took place in every community in Salinas Valley and throughout the
State of California.

Each City Council debated the matter, received public input from its residents and then made a decision
which they collectively felt was in the best interest of their respective community. In some communities,
the ultimate decision that was made by the City Council was unanimous and without controversy and in
other communities contentious and polarizing. Here in Greenfield, the City Council heard from a diverse
segment of the community who all shared their opinions, concerns, fears and aspiration. Some citizens
spoke of the drama in their life from past drug addiction and others of the benefit they or a loved one
received from using medical marijuana upon a physician’s recommendation.

For sure, this was not an easy topic for the Greenfield City Council to discuss and decide upon. We all
want to feel good about the decisions we make and hope the community respects the energy and time
devoted to complex matters irrespective of the outcome. Every resident and speaker that came before
the Council did so respectful of each other and consistent with the City’s public decorum policy. No one
came to the podium and uttered loud, threatening, personal, abusive or disruptive language, or engaged
in any disorderly conduct that disrupted or impeded the orderly conduct of the City Council meeting.
My Dad always taught me the importance of learning to express my disagreement with someone
without becoming disagreeable. In spite of the high emotions that many people expressed during the
many public hearings the business of government occurred without the glow of a television camera
documenting people acting badly. It was interesting leaving these meetings and going home to watch
the various Presidential debates and witness privileged adults yelling profanity at each other and
attacking each other’s patriotism and love of their country. | worry about the example we are setting
for our younger generation. There is a lot of talk about political correctness and civility today; about the
importance of building community and living in community. Henry Brady, Dean of the Goldman’s School
of Public Policy has written extensively about civility in American politics and nots that political civility
requires more than politeness and respectful listening; it also requires a realization that we must live
together and ultimately compromise on some things where we differ in fundamental ways. While the
act of communication might not be possible on the national stage at least it is possible here in
Greenfield, the heart of Salinas Valley.



