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MONTEREY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL & RURAL LIFE MUSEUM RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS GRANT
FOR CHILDREN’S GARDEN COLLABORATION WITH THE CASA K’INICH CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN
HONDURAS

King City — The Monterey County Agricultural & Rural Life Museum (MCARLM), based in San
Lorenzo County Park, announced today that it is the recipient of a 2014 Museums Connect
grant from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the
American Alliance of Museums to establish a children’s garden program in collaboration with
the Casa K’inich Children’s Museum (CKCM) in Honduras.

Now in its seventh year, Museums Connect links U.S. communities with communities around
the world through innovative, museum-based exchanges that foster mutual understanding
while focusing on important topics like climate change, women’s empowerment, disability
awareness, and civic engagement, among others.

Here in the Salinas Valley, MCARLM will partner with the Greenfield Community Science
Workshop (GCSW), a program of the City of Greenfield, and Monterey County’s Cooperative
Extension to establish the Common Ground: Connecting Communities through Gardens
program. Program activities will be centered at the GCSW and the garden will be built at San
Lorenzo Park. The garden will give local elementary school students an opportunity to be
actively engaged in environmental stewardship. During the garden project, students will
establish relationships with children in Honduras who will be engaged in a similar project at the
CKCM. The young participants will connect via the internet, through video exchange and as pen
pals. Through their local gardening projects, students from both countries, will see first-hand
how the pieces of the world’s ecological puzzle interconnect.

The $65,000 grant is awarded by the American Alliance of Museums’ Museums Connect
program. The program is funded by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the US
Department of State and administered by the American Alliance of Museums. Grants are
awarded for innovative, museum-based exchanges that strengthen connections between
museums and communities.

“l applaud MCARLM’s commitment to reach beyond their local community to connect with an
international audience while exploring ways in which the communities can engage with, and
benefit from, the museums in your respective countries,” said Ford W. Bell, President of the



American Alliance of Museums. “This is a fine example of the kind of project that the Museums
Connect program hopes will engender lasting ties between communities in the United States
and their counterparts all over the world.”

Notes to Editors

For further information about the Monterey County Agricultural & Rural Life Museum, please
contact Jessica Potts, Executive Director at Jessica@mcarlm.org or Meg Clovis, Cultural Affairs
Manager, clovism@co.monterey.ca.us , 831-755-4913.

For further information about the American Alliance of Museums’ Museums Connect program,
please contact Dewey Blanton, Director of Strategic Communications, dblanton@aam-us.org,
tel. 202-218-7704

About the Monterey County Agricultural & Rural Life Museum

For over 30 years, the Monterey County Agricultural & Rural Life Museum has served Salinas
Valley communities by offering programs and services that celebrate Monterey County’s
agricultural legacy. Located in San Lorenzo Park in King City, the museum is dedicated to
collecting, preserving and interpreting artifacts that tell the story of the Salinas Valley. Our
collections are showcased in exhibits throughout the park and in our seven museum buildings.
Researchers and our Junior Historians are welcome to use the museum’s archive of historic
photographs and documents. We engage community members in fun, hands-on family
programs and events and offer standards-based school programs for elementary school
students and teachers. For more information, visit www.mcarlm.org.

About AAM

The American Alliance of Museums is the largest museum service organization in the world,
serving all types of museums, including art, history, science, botanic gardens, zoos and
aquariums. AAM helps museums serve their communities by developing standards and best
practices, offering professional training and resources and serving as the national voice of
museums for the public, media, and elected officials. Working on behalf of 35,144 museumes,
400,000 museum employees, thousands of volunteers and the visitors who come to museums
850 million times each year, AAM is dedicated to bolstering museums in promoting lifelong
learning, celebrating cultural heritage, and inspiring the creative skills to compete in a global
economy. For more information, visit www.aam-us.org.

About the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) promotes international mutual
understanding through a wide range of academic, cultural, private-sector, professional and
sports exchange programs. The Bureau’s exchanges engage youth, students, educators, artists,
athletes and emerging leaders in many fields in the United States and in more than 160
countries. Alumni of ECA exchanges comprise over one million people around the world,
including more than 50 Nobel Laureates and more than 320 current or former heads of state
and government. For more information, visit http://exchanges.state.gov/.



