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Community Foundation and City of Greenfield Diversify Children's Science
Education

Greenfield, CA----July 13, 2012---- The Community Foundation for Monterey

County has awarded the Greenfield Community Science Workshop (Greenfield
CSW) a grant in the amount of $10,000 from the General Endowment Fund of the
Community Foundation for Monterey County. The grant will be utilized to
expand Greenfield CSW hands-on science programming to local elementary
schools and to provide staff with vital professional development training.

The Greenfield CSW, a program of the City of Greenfield, is committed to
enriching the educational experience of historically undeserved youth by
providing them with safe, fun, and stimulating environment where they can
explore their world through science. At the Greenfield CSW, students are
introduced to science concepts through hands-on exhibits and activities and are
given the opportunity to explore learning areas of their own choosing in an
informal and open-structured environment. Students develop projects around their
interests, and learn from observation and direct experience with real-world objects
and materials.

The Greenfield CSW is a member of the Community Science Workshop Network,
a non-profit organization that serves as statewide infrastructure for supporting and
growing Community Science Werkshops (CSWs). The first CSW was founded in
1991, in the garage of Dan Sudran, who felt the urge to establish Exploratorium-
like community spaces that gave underserved youth the opportunity to emerge
themselves in a world of learning and discovery, different but complementary to
their school education. Since then, other CSWs have been established in five other
California cities (Watsonville, Fresno, Oakland, Coachella and Greenfield).

The Greenfield CSW has been serving local youth and residents since September
of 2011. Open-door programming is offered five days per week at the workshop’s
central location, the Old City Council Chambers. The Greenfield CSW also works
in collaboration with other organization within Greenfield and South County
Region, such as the Greenfield Unified School District, the Regional Migrant
Education Program, and the local YMCA
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The Community Foundation award will enable the Greenfield CSW to work in coordination with
the Greenfield Unified School District to complement children’s classroom experience with
desperately needed hands-on, open-structure science activities. The philosophy behind every
Community Science Workshop is to provide all neighborhoods, regardless of geographic
location or income level, with a space where youth and families can tinker, experiment, and learn
by doing. Places like the Exploratorium are wonderful, but they are distant, physically and
culturally, from South County residents. For this reason, the Greenfield CSW has been
established as a community resource for science education, accessible to South County schools
and organizations. With this goal in mind, we have turned our central physical location into a
rich and stimulating space fit for students of all ages.

In the school year 2012-2013, Community Foundation award will make possible 48 enrichment
field trips to the Greenfield CSW’s central location. The enrichment field trips will take place
during the school day. Entire classes will walk from their local elementary school to the

Greenfield CSW, where they will have the opportunity to learn from a number of exhibits and
activities, and will participate in innovative hands-on science lessons. In this way, the occasional
school field trip to a renowned museum will now be complemented with several field trips to the
Science Workshop. Because the Greenfield CSW is local, it can collaborate with teachers and
administrators to make programming relevant for students. Consistent field trips that reinforce
concepts previously learned in the classroom and that spark interest in new concepts have a
much more lasting impact than a single visit to a large museum.

The Community Foundation award will also allow the Greenfield CSW to offer its staff valuable
professional development training that will help the CSW establish itself successfully and
permanently in South County. Greenfield CSW staff will acquire the skills necessary to create a
broad support network and generate a long-term strategic plan. Alfred Diaz-Infante, President
and CEO of CHISPA, will work closely with Greenfield CSW Coordinator, Jose S Sanchez, to
achieve this goal.
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